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A Year To Remember 

2011 Tournaments 

Union County Karate Classics, Monroe, NC., February 12, 2011, Kyoshi Corey 

Waiters 

Mid -Cleveland Karate Championships, Shelby, NC., February 26, 2011, Mr. 

Donald McCluney 

Universal Martial Arts Championships, Lancaster, SC., March 12, 2011, Hanshi 

James White 

Winter/Spring Open, Gastonia, NC., April 2, 2011, Sahbomnim Charles Burris 

Southern Classics, Greensboro, NC., April 16, 2011, Master Ron & Sharon Ferguson 

Black Warrior Championships, Concord, NC., June 11, 2011, Grandmaster Ernest 

Dukes 

Survivor, Jekyll Island, GA., July 29ð30/2011, Corey Sikes 

Western Carolina Classics, Taylorsville, NC., September 10, 2011, Jeff Blake/Rev. 

Phil Addison 



14th ANNUAL UNION COUNTY KARATE CLASSICS  

Wingate University, Monroe, NC            By Ruthie H. Wilks 

 

The 14th Annual Union County Karate Classics promoted by Kyoshi 

Corey Waiters was beyond compare.  Although there was a threat for 

snow it held off and the day was nice.  Competitors lined up early for the 

competition at Wingate University near Monroe, NC.  You could see many 

competitors exercising, warming up and practicing their katas before the 
tournament began.  Before the tournament began Mr. Jerome ñMagicò 

Johnson, arbitrator, called for silence in the gym.  Mr. Donald McCluney  

said a prayer which was followed by the National Anthem played on 

electric guitar by Mr. Jeff Mac . 

All 8 rings were full of competitors and judges as the tournament went on throughout the day.  Spectators cheered 

for competitors as they competed in all age groups and divisions.  The children are always amazing to watch as 

they began their journey into the martial arts world.  Around the middle of the day Kyoshi Waiters awarded those 
with their awards who had not been able to attend the Dojo Banquet last month.  Several appreciation awards were 

given out to participating school instructors and Certification of Promotions were given to Sensei Price 3rd Degree 

and Sensei King 2nd Degree both from Waiters Martial Arts Studio, Pageland, SC.   Mr. Ronnie Covington 

was given the award for the most competitors from one school the Ebony Dragons. 

Ronald McDonald and the Hamburglar were visitors at the tournament and the kids really enjoyed them being 

there.  Young competitors lined up to have their picture taken with the two and Kyoshi Waiters was not to be left 

out of the fun.  This year for the first time Grappling was introduced for males only.  There were many competitors 

for this division and everyone had a real good time.  As the day wore on 1st place winners of Kata, Weapons and 
Sparring in the Jr. Black Belt and Black Belt Division became very fierce.  When the dust cleared the Grand 

Champions were as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP  

Jr. Black Belt Open Kata/Weapons          - Nick Blackmon 

Menôs Black Belt Open Kata/Weapons   - Tyrone Stewart 

                                             Runner-up    - Richard Brown 

Adult Grappling                                        - Daniel Walker 

Menôs Sparring 35+                                  - Joey Shifflet 

Menôs Sparring 18 -                                  - Chopper White 
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MID -CLEVELAND KARATE CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Shelby, NC          Ruthie H. Wilks 

A beautiful, almost summery day greeted the competitors and spectators for the 

Mid -Cleveland Karate Championship were held on February 26, 2011 at 

Shelby Park and Recreation, in Shelby, North Carolina.  Mr. & Mrs. McCluney  

who promoted this tournament did a wonderful job in preparing for this yearôs 

tournament as you could see from the excitement and satisfaction of everyone.  

The vendors and concession stand were very busy throughout the day.  Almost 

every childôs division had to be divided into several divisions as there were so 

many children competing.  During the intermission Mr. McCluney gave 

recognition and appreciation to all promoters and appreciation for their help and 

participation.  Mr. Charles Burris was presented by Mr. McCluney and his 

students with the 8th degree belt.  A 50/50 drawing was held and Mr. Ayman 

Elkout won $100. 

The tournament continued after intermission with more katas, weapons and sparring from the Under-belt divisions.  

The Black belt and Jr. Black Belt divisions started up around 2:30 P.M. Congratulations to all the winners and to 

those we know did their very best in the competition.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP  

Under-belt Kata/Weapons 17 and under   Seth Todd 

Runner up      Scottie Perkins 

Under-belt Kata/Weapons 18 +    Jodie Kanipe 

Runner up      Kathy Cline 

Jr. Black Belt Kata/Weapons    Michael Lamphear 

Runner up      Denisha Watkins 

Black Belt Kata/Weapons     Tyrone Stewart 

Menôs Black Belt Sparring 18 +    Chopper White 

Menôs Black Belt Sparring 35+    Joey Shifflett 

 



WINTER/SPRING OPEN 

Gastonia, NC   Ruthie H. Wilks 

The Winter/Spring Karate Open is sponsored by Sahbomnim Charles Burris.  Spring was in the air as 

competitors and spectators started pouring in around 8:15 AM.  Competitors practiced their katas and warmed up 

while waiting for the tournament to begin.  Although the power went out due to something that happened in town 

the tournament begin at 9:30 with Breaking outside and traditional katas inside. 

There were to competitors for the Breaking division both from MVKC.  Both 

competitors did a great job but 11-year-old Lisa Addison out done 9-year-old 

Brandon Cook.  Inside competitors in divisions from 3-year-old to 17-years-old 

were showing their stuff in everything from katas (traditional, open and music) to 
weapons and sparring.  There seems to be more children getting into the Martial 

Arts as lately more divisions have to be added to accommodate them.  As the day 

wore on it came down to the Grand Championship within each division.  The Jr. 

Black Belt Sparring division had 5 competitors but due to a concern from a parent 

it was decided that each competitor would received $ 10 of the award money and no one would be named Grand 

Champion. 

GRANDCHAMPIONS  

Jr. Black Belt Forms/Self-Defense      David Watkins 

Under-belt 17 and under Novice     Adam Bates 

Intermediate Grand Champion     Caleb Moore 

Advanced Grand Champion     Caleb Albright  

Adult Kata 18+ Grand Champion     Audrey Fitzgerald 

 Runner up      John McKee 

Adult Female Sparring Grand Champion    Wikena Tillman  

 Runner up      Denise Watkins 

Adult Female Kata/Weapon/Self-Defense Grand Champion  Denise Watkins 

 Runner up      Tommy Sims 

Black Belt Men Sparring 18+ Grand Champion   Chopper White 

 Runner up      Darryl Norman, Jr.  

Black Belt Men Sparring 35+ Grand Champion   Ricky Taylor  

This was a great and exciting tournament and I hope to be at next yearsô also.   


